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THE LATE MR. DUNOAN HUTCHEON. 


With the present number we are able to repro- 
duce a photograph of the late Duncan Hutcheon, 
J.P., M.R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Hutcheon accepted the post of Colonial 
Veterinary Surgeon to the Cape Colony in 1880, 
and from that time onward he gained the confidence 
and respect of everyone with whom he came in con- 
tact, and it is no exaggeration to say that during the 
last years of his life he was the most popular and 
most respected official in the Cape Colony. 

It is impossible in the short space I am allowed 
to enumerate the many good points which led to 
this popularity, but the predominant ones were his 
willingness at all times to do a kindness, no matter 
how great the personal inconvenience, his immense 
energy, and his infinite tact. 

His energy is well illustrated by the fact that at 
the offices of the Department of Agriculture in 
Parliament Street, Mr. Hutcheon, even at his 
advanced age, was the first in the office in the 
morning and the last to leave at night, and it must 
be remembered that several hundred people do duty 
at these offices 

It was in April of this year that the writer, armed 
with a copy of a thesis for the May Fellowship 
Examination found Mr. Hutcheon in the Director 
of Agriculture’s office surrounded with work, and 
several people waiting to see him. At great per- 
sonal inconvenience Mr. Hutcheon went carefully 
through eighteen pages of typed foolscap, made 
suggestions, and discussed at great length the many 
fine points in connection with the subject ‘ Con- 
tagious Bovine Pleuro-pneumonia,” on which he 
was probably at that time the greatest living 
authority. 

His tact was one of his finest qualities. I can 
well remember his address to the Yzterplaats 
Farmers’ Association in 1905. 

The Government were trying to bring into force 
certain regulations with regard to anthrax, which 
the farmers were very adverse to. Several veterin- 
ary surgeons had tried to convince them without 
any effect, until Mr. Hutcheon went to address 
them. When he started to speak every man in the 
room was against him, and when he had finished 
every farmer was with him and were unanimous in 
agreeing to his suggestion. 

During his career at the Cape Mr. Hutcheon had 
at times to bring into force measures which would 
have made any man unpopular. One of these 
occasions happened when Mr. Hutcheon, during 
the great fight with rinderpest, put restrictions on 
the Bechuanaland cattle. The owners at once com- 
plained, but when the outbreak was ended, those 
who had previously condemned him were the first 
to publicly thank him. 

Only shortly after his arrival in the Colony, Mr. 
Hutcheon ““won his spurs” and was able to prove 
his real worth. A contagious pleuro-pneumonia of 
sheep and goats threatened to exterminate the An- 
gora goats, and so one of the chief industries of the 
Colony. Mr. Hutcheon devised a method of pre- 


ventive inoculation and suggested regulations whi 
eradicated the disease. 


For this he received the thanks of Parliament 
and several presentations from farmers’ associations. 
Here it should be mentioned that Mr. Hutcheon 
was one of the few veterinary surgeons over sixty 
who was just as much at home with his microscope 
as the recent graduate. This was one of the secrets 
of his success. He always kept abreast of his work, 
and was always well read in veterinary as well as 
other literature. 

He was a prolific writer and has penned articles 
on almost all South African diseases, which are in- 
valuable to M.RC.V.S. intending to practice in 
that country. 

The present position of our profession in South 
Africa is largely due to Mr. Hutcheon, and we can 
ill afford to lose one who was such a shining light. 

With Mrs. Hutcheon and the members of his 
family we would express our sincere sympathy. 


TRACHEAL ULCERATION IN GLANDERS. 
By W. Huntine, F.R.C.V.S. 


In 1902 I published statistics of the post-mortem 
lesions found in 1000 cases of glanders by the 
veterinary inspectors of the London County Coun- 
cil. The figures showed that in 20 per cent. of 
these cases tracheal ulceration existed, in most 
cases in conjunction with ulceration of the nasal 
membrane, and in a smaller number with ulceration 
of the larynx. It was found in only i9 cases, say 
2 per cent., as the sole ulcerative lesion. In the 
whole thousand every horse had glanders nodules 
in the lungs. 

In 1902 not many horses were slaughtered other 
than those presenting clinical signs of disease. 
Recently considerable numbers of horses have been 
killed on reaction to mallein, and those which are 
merely mallein reacters are paid for ata higher rate 
of compensation than if visibly diseased. Among 
these “reactors,” which are generally killed within 
three days of being injected, it is found that not less 
than 8 per cent. on post mortem examination reveal 
ulceration of the trachea. As a rule the ulcerations 
are small and few, varying from the size of a pea to 
a threepenny piece, and numbering three or four. 
In some cases the ulcerations may be as large as & 
shilling, or they may be small and plentiful over a 
large extent of the windpipe. 

Tracheal ulceration must be accompanied by 
danger of infection, as active bacilli escape from the 
nose whenever the horse coughs or sneezes; and 
the danger is increased because the lesion gives no 
sign of its existence by any clinical symptom. Nasal 
ulceration causes discharge from the nose; laryn- 
geal ulceration, at any rate of the anterior portion, 
causes roaring; but ulceration of trachea gives 10 
warning. These cases of tracheal ulceration deserve 
very careful attention, and my experience is that 
when on post mortem one is found and traced back & 
to the stable from which it came there is always @ 
plentiful crop of disease as the result of its infection 

The large proportion of such lesions found ix 
“reactors” is puzzling. Were the animals suffer 
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ing from ulcerated trachea before they were tested 
with mallein ? or does mallein expedite the escape 
into the trachea of bacilli from the nodules in the 
lungs ? 

In the case of “reactors” which are not killed 
but allowed to work under conditions requiring 
them to be stabled apart from other horses, it is a 
common occurrence for a very large proportion to 
show no symptoms of disease and to remain at work 
for years. If, however, eight per cent. of them 
suffer from ulceration of the trachea there is an un- 
suspected danger in their existence, and one which 
must be recognised in any regulations attempting 
the extermination of the disease. 

I used to believe that a horse might have glan- 
ders nodules in his lungs—be, in fact glandered— 
and yet not be infective until some clinical signs 
were visible. I still believe that glanders nodules 
in the lung are frequently and fora long time closed 
lesions from which no infection escapes, but I am 
also aware that they may become open lesions at 
any time and release bacilli. I used to believe that 
the escape of bacilli soon gave rise to clinical signs 
of disease, but now I know that in tracheal ulcera- 
tion we have a virulently infective lesion which 
does not cause any clinical sign. 

Probably tracheal ulceration was the condition 
which existed in some reported cases where one 
horse stood in a stud, unsuspected himself whilst 
constantly infecting other horses around him. 
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DIPHTHERITIC VAGINITIS IN COWS. 


The articles on infectious vaginal catarrh that 
have been appearing in these columns for the last 
month have been rather interesting. One regrets 
that nothing is mentioned concerning the fatality, 
duration and treatment of the condition. The 
causal relationship of the disease does not appear 
to be settled. 

During the summers of 1904 and 1905 several 
cases of a disease affecting the vagina of cows came 
under my notice. The paucity of the literature on 
vaginal diseases in veterinary works gave me the 
incentive to observe them more closely. The 
disease, which bears the name of diphtheritic 
vaginitis, is a very important one both to the stock- 
owner and practitioner. Clients send in messages 
to the effect that they have an animal with a dis- 
charge from the vagina, and these who have had 
experience of the fatal nature of the disease do not 
delay in obtaining our aid. 

I have never seen this disease in heifers younger 
than nine months. It appears to be more common 
in cows giving a full quantity of milk. 

Semiology.—There are the usual symptoms of 
inflammation, heat, pain, redness and swelling. The 
lips of the vulva are considerably inflamed. A 
nasty, foetid, purulent, yellowish, ichorous discharge 
is present in the vagina. 

On dilating the vagina one sees a false membrane, 
firmly adherent, which has a verrucous or warty 
appearance. This membrane is covered with the 
discharge. As the examination causes a great deal 


carminatives will be indicated. 


of pain to the animal it is better to do it expedi- 
tiously. 

Other symptoms shown are difficulty in defeca- 
tion and micturition ; straining, back arched, extre- 
mities cold, muscular tremors, loss of appetite and 
rumination, but the milk secretion is not, as a rule, 
seriously affected. In some cases the temperature 
is higher than normal. 

Fatality.—From a short experience of this 
disease I learned that it was rapidly fatal. In most 
cases the animal dies suddenly. 

Prognosis.—This has to be guarded, and it is 
safer to tend to the unfavourable side. 

Treatment.—Rigid isolation measures should be 
enforced, and where possible the animal should be 
placed in a comfortable loose-box or airy shed. Dry 
lime should be dusted over the bedding. Coal tar 
emulsions should be freely used in washing the 
discharges off woodwork and walls. One man 
should be instructed to look after the animal, attend 
to the milking, and told not to go near any of the 


other cowson the farm. The affected animal should 


not be allowed out to graze. 

If constipation be marked a saline purge com- 
bined with a carminative may be given. Good re- 
sults have been had by the administration of lysol or 
carbolic acid internally. If there be much straining 
a small dose of chloral hydrate every four hours 
counteracts it. 

Where micturition is painful and difficult a metal- 
lic catheter should be employed and left in position 
by means of a safety pin or suture. The milk from 
affected animals under the carbolic treatment should 
be poured down drains. 

Local treatment consisted in washing out the 
vagina with such agents as zinc chloride, potassium 
permanganate, corrosive sublimate, chinosol, and 
hydrogen peroxide. Very good results have been 
obtained from the last two agents. The injections 
should be given three times daily, and all discharges 
should be wiped away with rags soaked in some 
coal tar preparation. These rags should be 
burned. 

If the animal continues to live after the fourth 
day, tonics combined with alkaline bicarbonates and 
Salines, as mag- 
nesium or sodium sulphates, are readily taken in 
chilled drinking water. Laxative food should be 
given to lessen the difficulty of defecation. 

Post-mortem appearances.—-In bad cases the 


diphtheritic membrane is found on the whole 


length of the vagina and round the os uteri. In 


one case [ found a piece of membrane about the 
size of the lid of a large cocoa tin on the mucous 


membrane of the uterus. 

Etiology. As far as I know no specific organism 
has been found. The appearance of the vagina 
would suggest that it is a bacterial necrosis. 

Thave been unable to discover whether a wound 


on the vagina is necessary, or whether the poison 


settles on a healthy mucous membrane. At one 
farm where this | Hewes occurred there was an 
outbreak of “ Foul in the foot” - Panaritium, and 
the farmer hinted that the two diseases might bear 
some relation. Microscopical examination of the 
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discharge showed the presence of streptococci and 

staphylococci in great numbers. o 
he following is from ‘The diseases of cattle, 

by Dollar and Moussu : A. 

“Croupal vaginitis is a form of acute vaginitis 
from which it is distinguished by the formation of 
false membranes, resembling those of diphtheria, 
over the whole of the vaginal mucous membrane. 
It was described by Baumeister. Moussu has only 
seen one case, and that at a period that rendered 
recovery out of the question. 

Symptoms.—The external symptoms are those of 
acute vaginitis with greyish, foetid, purulent or san- 
guinolent discharge. On examination the mucous 
membrane is found to be covered with yellowish- 
greyish false membranes and with vegetations of a 
greyish dirty verrucous appearance. The entire 


extent of the vaginal mucous membrane may be}}j 


attacked together with the neck of the uterus. In 
Moussu’s case the uterus itself was entirely invaded. 
These false membranes and vegetations are very 
adherent and bleed freely at the slightest touch. 
They are apt to extend by degrees.” 

“The cause of this infection has not yet been 
determined. It appears to gain access to the parts 
during parturition and develops insidiously for a 
week or two, when widespread lesions have already 
formed. 

“The diagnosis is extremely easy. 

“The prognosis is grave, for the lesions have a 
tendency to extend towards neighbouring organs. 
Moreover, the general health is severely affected. 
There is rapid wasting, loss of appetite and continued 
fever, and death occurs from exhaustion, intoxica- 
tion and possibly infection. 

Treatment suggested for the ordinary acute forms 
appears to be useless in this condition. The new 
membrane shows too many folds, depressions and 
accidental cul-de-sacs for simple injections to have 
any real effect. Better results might be expected 
from packing with antiseptic guaze, or from the use 
of antiseptic ointments applied after washing out 
the cavity with permanganate of potash solution or 
hydroxyl. 

_ “Curettage, followed by the use of gauze dress- 
ings, might also be tried. Considerable difficulty 
must necessarily be anticipated in operating in a 
cavity which has become inextensible and partly 
filled with vegetation and false membranes.” 

W. J. Youne, M.R.C.V.S. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Some Notes on THE INFLUENCE oF INFECTIOUS 
CATARRH OF THE VAGINA oN CONCEPTION IN 
CattLe.— By Dr. Kuxunsevic, Veterinary Sur- 
geon to Royalty, Budapest. 


Kukuljevie throws light on the infl infec- 
tious catarrh on the frvitfulness of 
the opportunity of watching and verifying results 
‘ina number of cattle, and of the infected cows 
there conceived :—20 per cent. aiter the first jump, 


16 per cent. after the second, 43 per cent. after the 
third, 10 per cent. after the fourth, 3°33 per cent. 
after the fifth, 3-33 per cent. after the sixth. The 
remaining 4°34 per cent. mostly remained unfruitful. 

There is therefore no doubt that fruitfulness is 
greatly influenced by vaginal catarrh. If a whole 
establishment is infected breeding comes in ques- 
tion. The bull will be used to no purpose and his 
stock getting propensities squandered. 

The continuance of unfruitfulness is varied. In 
3°33 per cent. half month after a resultless jump 
conception occurred; in 10 per cent. after two 
months; in 6°6 per cent. after two and half months; 
in 20 per cent. after three months; and three re- 
sultless services; in 16°6 per cent. after four months; 
in 3°33 per cent. after five, six, eight, ten, and 
13 months respectively, after many resultless 
jumps. 

Kukuljevic agree with Laudanyi that buffaloes 
are insusceptible. He had 100 buffaloes under 
observation. He agrees with the authors, who a | 
the neck of the uterus is powerfully contracted. 
This hinders conception. 

- Kukuljevic says this disease ought to be compul- 
sorily notified. Ex. Berliner Therarzt 


ADRENALIN. 


Dupuis and Vanden Eckout have carried out a 
number of experiments with local anzsthetics, the 
following extracts are from their report. 

A number of rabbits were injected with a fatal 
dose of cocaine, 15 egr. per kilo, and another set 
were given a similar dose with the addition of a 
small quantity of adrenalin, the important action 
of this substance was well shown by this experi- 
ment, for the animals in the first set developed 
symptoms of poisoning in two minutes and died in 
nine or ten minutes, while those of the second set 
showed nothing for twenty minutes, and when signs 
of poisoning did set in they were much milder than 
in the case of the first set, and lasted only a few 
hours, at the end of twelve or eighteen hours the 
animals had either entirely recovered or died. 

Experiments with cocaine on the horse showed 
that the drug used alone produced anesthesia 
which lasted only some twenty to forty minutes, 
while if adrenalin was given too, the anesthesia 
was more complete and lasted for two and half to 
three hours. 

For neurectomy they recommend Cocaine hydro- 
chlor, egr. 25—30; Adrenalin chlor. m. 5, aq. dest. 
eme. 10, half for each plantar nerve. 

They go on to report on some substitutes for 
cocaine, and speak of Stovaine as being less toxic 
than Cocaine, and more easily eliminated from the 
system, if given with Adrenalin anesthesia may be 
brought about to last two and half to three hours. 
As it is less toxic and cheaper than cocaine it may 
well be substituted for it. 

Alipine and novococaine present the same advan- 
tages as stovaine, Dittmer showing that the effects 
of alipine on horses are much more satisfactory than 
those of cocaine, while its price is much less as is 
also its toxic nature.—Archw. de Méd. 
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[Alipine has owing to the qualities above describ- 
ed found its way into the Indian bazaars as an 
intoxicant and substitute for cocaine, which is for- 
bidden by law.—Trans.] 


TRICHINOSIS INJTHE Doa. 


Dr. Tempel, veterinary inspector at the Chemnitz 
abattoir, has during the last ten years examined the 
carcases of 3,768 dogs and found 26 affected with 
trichine, 7.e. 0°690 per cent. 

During the same period he examined 540,389 
swine and found 95 affected, i.e. 0-018 per cent., so 
that the disease is much more common in the dog 
than in the pig, 38-1. 


TRANSMISSION OF SwINE PurRPLEs TO MAN. 


Several Prussian veterinary surgeons infected 
themselves with a culture of purples, and suffered 
severely for three to eight weeks, one, Rauer, died in 
four days of the disease. A butcher who had a 
wound on his hand was infected by killing a pig, 
and fell ill three days later; in spite of medical 
treatment the disease lasted for five weeks.— 
Deutsche Thier. Woch. 

F. E. P. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A quarterly meeting was held in the City Hall, Bel- 
fast, on Friday evening, 26th July. Mr. H. M‘Connell 
took the chair in the absence of the President. The 
meeting was largely attended by veterinary surgeons, 
also by the leading medical wer gy 3 in the city. 
Amongst those present were Prof. Sir John Byers, Sir 
Otto Jaffé, Dr. Samuel Agnew, Lurgan; Dr. Geo. St. 
George, Lisburn; Dr. Alex. Dawtrey, Belfast ; Dr. 
Heron, Portadown; Mr. Ferguson, Belfast Citizens 
Association ; Mr. Wilson, Belfast Model Dairy ; High 
Sheriff Dr. O'Connell ; and Messrs. W. A. Potts, Bain- 
bridge ; James Gregg, Henry Gibson, B.A., J. Ewing 
Johnston, Harry Johnstone, Alex. Monro, John McLean, 
J. McClure Barry, Belfast; R. W. Thompson, Portadown; 
H. McConnell, Armagh; W. Dawson, Cavan ; Matthew 
Hedley, James McKenny, Dublin ; A. D. Logan, Bally- 
clare ; W. Smith, Newry ; W.S. Lamont, Cookstown ; 
J. George, Magherafelt ; and J. A. Thompson, Lurgan. 

Mr. Greece intimated that letters of apology for 
absence had been received from many medical men and 
veterinary surgeons, including the following :— 


“T much regret th.t an existing engagement for the 
26th prevents me from accepting the invitation of the 
North of Ireland V.M.A. to be present at their meeting 
fixed for that day. I should much like to be present 
at the reading of Prof. Mettam’s paper. For many 
years past I have held the opinion that the sanitary 
staff of a large town is incomplete if there is not a veteri- 
nary surgeon on it. Some years ago the Corporation of 
Dublin, acting on my recommendation, secured the 
whole-time services cf a veterinary surgeon. The detec- 
tion of disease in animal food of man is very important 
and no one is so well qualified to detect these diseases 
asa veterinarian. At various sanitary congresses at 
which the subject of Veterinary sanitary officers was 
discussed I expressed the opinion that every enlightened 
medical officer of health would be glad to have as a pro- 
fessional colleague a veterinary surgeon. 


“T am much obliged for your kind invitation to 
meeting of North of Ireland V.M.A. The personality 
of the lecturer, his rare scientific and intellectual gifts, 
apart from the zeal and devotion he has always shown 
where the interests of the profession were concerned, 
would in themselves be ample compensation to me for 
undertaking so long a journey to hear him. 

The subject with which Prof. Mettam has elected to 
deal, is one of the very first importance. It is a subject 
which, in the near future, will force itself on what ap- 
pears up to the present to be the reluctant attention of 
all municipal and other bodies charged with the health 
and safety of the people. The system, or to pnt it more 
properly, the absolute want of a system in the matter 
of meat and milk inspection in this country is little 
short of a public scandal that cries aloud for reform. 
The time has at least come for the veterinary profess- 
ion to speak out and do something to properly define 
the position it shall in the future take up in connection 
with this important branch of public health. It will 
not do for the profession to go through another genera- 
tion or two, sucking its thumb and waiting for the 
public to do in their interest what it has almost al- 
ways failed to do in its own. It will have to put its 
claim fully, clearly, and forcibly before every properly 
constituted body in the country, and point out the part 
its members only, by reason of their education and 
training, are properly qualified and prepared to play in 
checking the progress of tubercular disease. 

The position that Prof. Mettam indisputedly holds in 
the world of veterinary science will render his address 
additionally attractive, and the feeling that eng 
him to lend the weight of his name to the subject is 
significant of its importance, and will add force and 
strength to what he ie to say. The impression his 
words will leave on those who have the pleasure of 
hearing them {will be permanent, and productive of 
good. For youin Belfast, who are fortunate in possess- 
ing a Municipal Body who are keenly alive to the neces- 
sities of the moment, and keep an open mind for any 
impression which makes for the safety and interest of 
its citizens, his words will have a special interest, and 
are bound to stick deep into and carry conviction to the 
minds of those privileged to hear him. 

J. J. Ketry, M R.C.V.S.” 


And from Mr. J. B. Dunuop: 


“{ regret I shall not be able to attend the meeting 
on Friday evening to hear the paper read by Prof. 
Mettam. I may say, however, that I am of opinion 
that no milk should be admitted into any large city 
unless coming from a licensed dairy and that such dairies 
should occasionally be inspected by a duly qualitied 
veterinary surgeon, and the cows examined generally, 
as well as tested for tuberculosis.” 


The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 
On the motion of Mr. J. E. Johnston, seconded by 
Mr. Gibson, certain accounts were passed for payment. 
A letter was read by the Secretary from the ALA 
asking this Association to send delegates to their meet- 
ing in Dublin on 27th August next. 
On the motion of J. E. Johnston, seconded by Mr. 
Gibson, Mr. J. A. Thompson, Lurgan was nominated a 
delegate. Carried unanimously. 
On the motion of Mr. Potts, seconded by Mr. R. W. 
Thompson, Mr. J. A. Ross was nominated a delegate 
and carried unanimously. 
A letter was read from Secretary of Central V.M.A. 
asking for an expression of opinion on Mr. F. W. Gar- 
nett’s “ Forecast for a new Veterinary Surgeons’ Act.” 
On motion of Mr. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Potts, the 
following resolution was approved of ; 
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To make myself quite clear, the veterinary surgeon 


“That we, the members of the N.I.V.M.A., approve a . 
y i « Veterinary | has precisely the equivalent training of the general prac- 
eee ' titioner of human medicine, the one devotes his mind to 


Surgeons’ Act, viz. : 

_ A better control over Registered practitioners. 

. ‘To prevent Veterinary Companies being formed. 
. To charge each member a registration fee. 


into line with the Solicitor’s Act. 


the study of disease in the lower animals. the other to 
diseases of man. This general statement gives in broad 
outlines the training of the —eee, oe I wish to 

a little further and point ont how really very exten- 
- To amend Section 17 of Act of 1881, so as to bring it cv ix tle teniaing. ta te chun of disease as it affects 
the lower animals we must not forget that in them as in 


5. Also to prevent universities and other bo givin®| man there are diseases peculiar to certain species. Fur- 


spurious degrees.” 
Mr. Ross, President, then took the chair. 


Prof. Mettam, who received a cordial reception, then 
proceeded with his paper. 


THE VETERINARY SURGEON AS AN OFFICER 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 


By Principal A. E. Merram, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. 


I may state at the outset that I appreciate the oppor- 
tunity offered me to address this meeting on the subje 
of the veterinarian as a public health official. With 
others of my profession I recognise that the public desire 
the services of skilled officials, and in particular depart- 
ments the assistance of trained scientific men. 
years the value of the knowledge possessed by the 


veterinary surgeon has been appraised at something ap- 
proaching its true value, and enlightened municipalities, 
of which [am pleased to reckon Belfast as one, have 
secured the services—the full time services of a com- 
petent and qualified veterinary officer. Those who 
come directly into contact with the veterinary officer 
will be able to appreciate the great and varied know- 
ledge of that officer, but as there are some who have 
little idea of the training given to the veterinary officer 
—to the veterinary surgeon, I propose briefly to describe 
the education of the young—-the budding veterinarian. 
It appears to be the opinion of some that a veterinary 
practitioner requires an education on somewhat peculiar 
lines, that his scientific edneation is very superficial, and 
that though he knows something about a horse, he 
knows less about a dogand perhaps nothing at all about 
cattle. Never was there a greater fallacy. The training 
received by the veterinary surgeon is very thorough and 
embraces the cause, course and termination of diseases 
affecting all animals directly and indirectly in contact 
with man. 
In the first place the student of veterinary medicine 
must produce evidence of a good general education. It 
is now required of him that he shall have passed an 
examination in general knowledge equivalent in every 
respect to that required of students of human medicine. 
This examination must -be passed before the student 
commences his professional studies. The minimum 
length of the College course of professional scientific 
training is four years, and during that course four 
searching professional examinations must be passed be- 
fore the student gains his diploma and licence to practise. 
Unlike the sister profession, there is only one portal 
into the profession, and every qualified veterinary sur- 
geon must be a member of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. No matter where he is trained—in 
England, Scotland or in Treland—he must pass the 
examinations of the Royal College before he can prac- 
tice his profession. During the curriculum, besides the 
preliminary scientific training essential to all scientific 
men, he has to study the anatomy and physiology of the 
domesticated animals, the pathology and bacteriology of 
diseases affecting these animals, medicine and surgery 
hygiene and dietetics, and all related subjects. In addi- 
tion he must take out a special conrse in meat inspec- 
tion, and make himself familiar not only with animals 
in health and sickness, but also with the results of infee- 


ther, there are diseases communicable from one species 
to another, and from the lower animals to man. All 
these the veterinarian must be familiar with not only 
clinically but in every phase. He must know the cause, 
the lesions produced, the course of the disease, its ter- 
mination. He must know if it can be transmitted to 
otber animals and the result. He must be able to apply 
all the known remedies to prevent its spread. He must 
study not only his client’s interest but also the pnblic 
health aspect, he must be ready to adopt preventive 
measures to arrest the spread of disease to animals be- 
longing to other people. He must be ready for the 
public good to act with the authorities to eradicate a 
disease which may become an epizootic and do incalcula- 
ble damage. His study of disease, then, extends far 
beyond the canse and course, it becomes a study of 
economics either as affecting the owner, the municipality 
or the State. Besides and beyond all this he must ever 
be mindful that the disease may be communicated to 
man. Take tuberenlosis for instance. Tuberculosis, 
the white plague as it has been named, is a scourge of 
the whole animal kingdom. It is known among mam- 
mals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fishes, it has been 
seen in invertebrates. The toll of victims is appalling. 
In mammals the canse is the same, there is no practical 
difference between the organism causing consumption in 
man and that producing tuberculosis in the lower 
animals. All the domesticated animals suffer from 
tuberculosis naturally, with the exception of the sheep 
and goat, though these are not exempt when placed in 
suitable conditions for infection. The veterinary sur- 
geon has abundant opportunity for the study of tuber- 
culosis in its most varied conditions, and his experience, 
I ventnre to say, asa patholugist is vastly wider than 
that of the general practitioner of medicine. The medi- 
cal profession know much of tuberculosis in man, but I 
humbly suggest that as tuberculosis is a disease not con- 
fined to the human race, it is a disease‘ which must be 
studied in al! animals to be thoroughly understvod, and 
until we do thoronghly understand it we cannot hope to 
deal effectually with it. In this disease of tuberculosis 
it will be seen therefore that the training of the veteri- 
narian is comprehensive, and in other diseases it is 
equally so. Such diseases as glanders, anthrax, rabies, 
to mention a few others communicable to man, are 
equally thoroughly studied,as well as those other diseases 
which are communicated to man through the flesh of 
swine or of ox—-trichinosis and tapeworm. 

The bacteriological and pathological training of the 
veterinarian is thorough and of practical utility, and 
should be made use of by public authorities, the veteri- 
narian being consulted upon questions which pertain to 
his own province as an expert upon the diseases of the 
lower animals. 

I have shown, I trust, that the veterinarian has a 
trained mind capable of dealing with disease affecting 
the lower animals, and this brings me to consider how 
he may be utilised as an official assisting the committee 
dealing with the public health. What duties are to te 
assigned to the veterinarian? I hold no brief, I am 
speaking as a member of the profession, and am indica- 
ting what I would require fron: a member of my pro- 
fession if I had to assign duties to him. 

He should be the Chief Inspector of Meat. He should 


tion and of disease as seen in the post-mortem room. 


be responsible for the inspection of all cowsheds and 
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animals producing milk for human consumption. He 
should be the official to whom all practising veterinary 
surgeons should notify diseases existing of an infectious 
nature within the administrative area. He should be 
consulted on every occasion when buildings are being 
erected for animals—stables, cowsheds, kennels etc. 

As the chief inspector of meat he should be respon- 
sible for all the meat exposed for sale, either in the dead 
meat market or in the shops under his supervision, 
should be at all marts and fairs where animals intended 
for the food of man are exposed for sale. He should 
have the power to examine living all animals intended 
for food, and to seize the same if unsuitable. In his 
charge should be placed the public abattoir, and every 
animal slaughtered therein should pass under his obser- 
votion and the meat should bear his stamp that it has 
been inspected. If there are private slaughter-houses 
they should be open for his inspection night or day, but 
these private slaughter-houses should be abolished and 
all animals should be prepared for food in the public 
abattoir under the immediate observation of the inspec- 
tor or his subordinates. Meat coming into the town 
from the country or from other towns should go toa 
dead meat receiving house where it could be inspected 
and receive the mark of having been examined. 

The examination of meat intended for the food of 
inan in a large city will occupy nearly all the available 
time of an inspector, and more especially if there are a 
number of private slaughter-houses to be visised. A 
large portion of the duties, however, will be routiae, and 
can be handed over to trained assistants, who will put 
on one side any suspicious carcases for examination b 
the chief inspector, who alone must have the responst- 
bility for condemning them. ; 

Inspection of Cowsheds and Cows.—The milk suppl 
of a city causes serious anxiety to the public healt 
authorities for several reasons. Milk may be produced 
by cows suffering from disease of the udder—tuberculo- 
sis for instance. Milk as an article of diet is chiefly 
consuined by children and invalids, and if not whole- 
some, if it contains a pathogenic germ it may be the 
means of causing disease. Moreover, milk is very readily 
contaminated, not only by dirty utensils but also by 
dust, and it speedily undergoes changes which render it 
unwholesome. It is therefore essential that not only 
should the cows be healthy, but the surroundings of the 
cows should be considered, and especially the conditions 
observed during the transit of the milk from the cow to 
the consumer. Diphtheria and scarlet fever are not 
diseases of the cow, they are essentially human infections, 
but the milk may be contaminated en route from cow to 
consumer, who may be infected. How many cases of 
scarlet fever have fees traced to the milk supply? In 
some cases the cows have been blamed, but wrongly, the 
virus gains access to the milk after it has left the cows. 
Now I take it that the duties of the veterinary officer is 
to examine the cows as to their general surroundings, 
the condition of the stables, the attention and care be- 
stowed upon the animals, the cleansing and disinfection 
of the houses, and above all the health of the cows. He 
should have the power to visit the cowhouses at all 
suitable hours and make an inspection of the animals, 
and, if necessary, to order the removal of any suspected 
animal from the byre to the abattoir for slaugh- 
ter. Regulations for the sanitary upkeep of cow- 
sheds to suit the local conditions should be drawn up by 
the Public Health Committee under the advice of the 
veterinary officer, and it should be one of his duties to 
see that they are strictly followed by cowkeepers. In 
these regulations it should be made incumbent upon the 
cowkeepers to report any illness among the cows to = 
veterinary officer, and any illness among the — 
people about the cows or handling the milk, to the medi- 
cal officer of health. I do not think for a moment that 


offered by the cowkeepers. As a body of men 1 know 
they are anxious to serve the public in every way, and 
if they can ensure a pure milk supply without being 
called upon to suffer unjustifiable expense they are ver 
willing to fall in with reasonable suggestions made. 
am aware, however, that some may object to expendi- 
ture of money which they deem unnecessary, but in such 
cases the difficulties would be overcome by the authori- 
ties considering particular cases, and bringing about 
aw and in a friendly spirit what they require and 
esire. 

In this connection I may remark that all new cow- 
sheds should be built subject to the approval of the 
plans by the veterinary officer, and I need not remind 
you that no new cowsheds should be allowed to be 
built in a town or city. Cowsheds should be in the 
country some distance away from human habitations. 

The question of the control of the milk coming into 
the city for distribution is big and pregnant with diffi- 
culties. The amount of milk obtained from cows within 
the administrative areas of most cities is only a fraction 
of what is consumed daily. In some instances the milk 
may come some hundreds of miles, and naturally we 
ask if the cows producing such milk are not to have the 
same supervision as those within the city boundaries. 
Of course they must. (It is not much use taking sam- 
~ of milk at the railway station and examining them 

acteriologically. I speak as one with some experience 
in the examination of milk, and I must admit the exam- 
ination is not a satisfactory task. It may be weeks be- 
fore a definite answer can be given as to whether a given 
milk contains the tubercle bacilli). 

The inspection also must be on the same lines as that 
undertaken within the city or within the immediate 
neighbourhood of the city. Naturally, of course, the 
question arises how may such inspection be made by, or 
on behalf of, a public tes whose administrative area 
may be many miles from the farm. How can any con- 
trol be kept, and how can one ensure that the cows are 
healthy, are properly housed and that the milk is collec- 
ted and despatched with all reasonable care? As the 
question is an important one I may be pardoned for 
dwelling upon it for a moment. 

Two methods of distant supervision and control may 
be considered (1) by the poo 9 Authority, and (2) by the 
Department of Agriculture. As to the Local Authority, 
the following suggestions may be offered as a working 
hypothesis. Every farm, stable, or byre sending milk 
into the city should be licensed, anc every. cow on the 
farm or in the stable or byre should be registered. No 
milk should be allowed into the city unless it comes 
from a licensed farm or dairy. The cows should not be 
registered unless they have om examined and passed 
by the veterinary inspector, and it should be incumbent 
on every licensee to report at once any illness whatso- 
ever among his stock to the veterinary inspector. Simi- 
larly any illness among those in attendance upon the 
stock or handling the milk should at once be notified to 
the medical superintendent of public health. At irre- 
gular intervals the milk should be examined by the 
public analyst to see if it is up to standard, and in the 
city laboratory by a competent bacteriologist to deter- 
mine if it is free from disease peer pe | germs. For 
milk may be decidedly injurious and still the cow may 
not show anything seriously wrong on clinical examina- 
tion. Iam afraid that economists will say the cost will 
be prohibitive, and I am aware that it will add to the 
expenditure of the Public Health Committee. But the 
object of the Committee is to conserve the health of the 
public and no section of their whole administration is 
done without money. Further, the ratepayers are not 
likely to grumble wher they know that what is being 
expended is being spent to their direct benefit, and to 
that of their families. It is cheaper to prevent disease 


any serious objection to these regulations would 


be| than to eradicate it, and in this case the result is direct 
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in that a better and more wholesome supply of an indis- 
pensible commodity and one free from pathogenic 
organisms is provided. The expenditure is to be view ed 
practically as an insurance of the public health. As to 
the veterinary supervision the veterinary practitioner, 
for a fee, will report upon the condition of the licensed 
farms in his neighbourhood, and I look to members of 
my profession, from the advice they can give to their 
clients to improve the condition of the housing of cows 
and general cleanliness in the handling of milk. The 
reports of the local veterinarian to be made direct to 
the veterinary inspector, who occasionally may make a 
surprise visit. The health of those upon the farm and 
attending to the stock should be reported upon by the 
local medical officer of health to the city authorities. 

(2.) It has been suggested that the veterinary staff of 
the Department of Agriculture so ably directed by my 
friend, Mr. Hedley, should be utilized for this work, and 
I do not see as yet any insuperable difficulties in the 
working of this scheme. The officials of the Depart- 
ment, stationed as they are in different parts of the 
country and visiting farms on inspection duty, may also 
have assigned to them the examination of milk cows 
and the general housing of the same. Any disease likely 
to render the milk harmful should be reported, and the 
owner warned of the possible consequences of selling 
milk from the suspected animals. If desired, the owner 
should be permitted to send the milk to the Depart- 
ment’s laboratory for examination, and the finding of 
the laboratory should be final so far as the particular 
cow is concerned. If it could be guaranteed that the 
milk produced in Ireland came from healthy cows, 

riodically inspected by qualified veterinary surgeons, 

am certain that not only would the inhabitants of the 
cities and towns of Ireland be happier and healthier, but 
that agriculturists would benefit. 1 forbear to discuss 
what would be the result upon the cattle population, 
but I do not hesitate to say that the value would be 
sensibly appreciated. 

_ have endeavoured to show that the milk supply, 
which is so needful, can be materially improved and 
risks practically abolished if the cows are = sete under 
the care of a veterinary surgeon ; and if more use be 
made of the profession in all cases of meat and milk 
supply, I am convinced, and I should like to put aside 
the personal equation, that there would follow a distinct 
improvement in certain diseases of man communicable 
from the lower animals through the medium of flesh and 
milk. I have not touched upon any scheme of compen- 
sation to those whose animals may be seized aad confis- 
cated. The whole question bristles with difficulties, but 
I do not think any such scheme is beyond the power of 
the human intellect to arrange, and one which will deal 
justly with all concerned. recognise that if we are 
anxious to avoid risks then we must take precautions 
and these cannot exist without expenditure of money. ; 

The veterinary officer should be the official to whom 
the members of the veterinary profession practising in 
his area should be asked to notify all infectious disease 
in animals. Such notifications should not be optional 
and a fee should be paid as is done in some cities to the 
medical man notifying certain human diseases to the 
medical officer of health. The Public Health Committee 
of a city should be as familiar with the condition of 
animals kept in the city as they presumably are with 
the condition of the people residing there. "When one 
considers the enormous amount of capital invested in 
animals, the rapidity with which disease may spread 
among animals of the same species, how that trade may 
be dislocated as a consequence, and the possibility of the 
disease extending to the human species, I am not ask- 
ing too much when I claim that the official veterinarian 

: should know as much concerning the diseases among 
animals as M.O.H. among human !«ings. It is only by 
the official veterinary surgeon and the veterinary prac- 


titioner working together that we can hope for eradica- 
tion of certain animal diseases. If the veterinary officer 
learns that a certain disease has made its appearance, he 
can, without mentioning names, send out a circular let- 
ter to the practitioners warning them of the fact. The 
practitioners being on the alert will offer the best safe- 
guard for the spread of the disease, and safeguarding 
the interests of their clients will protect in more ways 
than one the public purse. I need not give more than a 
single specific instance—glanders. Owing to the traffic 
in horses it sometimes happens that this disease, un- 
known for many years in a district, may, through im- 
portation of animals from places where the disease is 
prevalent, suddenly make its appearance. If, without 
fuss, the fact is reported to the veterinary officer he can 
inform other practitioners who will now be on the alert. 
Not only will the interests of the owners of animals be 
protected but the whole community will benefit. Fur- 
ther, and this is a point which I think of serious im- 
ao, the medical profession should also be advised, 

ecause in this disease, glanders, we have a very horrible 
infection, capable of being transmitted to man. If some 
such connection as I have outlined were made between 
the official whose duties we are studying and the mem- 
bers of the profession in his area I am convinced that 
- — will benefit materially both directly and in- 

irectly. 

The veterinary officer should be consulted in eve 
case where new buildings for animals are being erected, 
or where old buildings are being renovated or converted 
for animal occupation. I believe no architect or engineer 
would decline the advice of a veterinary surgeon upon 
the housing of animals. There are so many points which 
require the special knowledge of the veterinarian, and I 
am certain that the Local Authority will find it advan- 
tageous to consult their veterinary officer. In every 
case where plans are submitted for new buildings or 
alterations a report should be required from the official 
veterinarian who can advise as to ventilation, drainage, 
structure, etc. 

I have, I think you will admit, found plenty to do for 
the veterinary officer, indeed, the duties are such that he 
could never fulfil them unless he has some lay assistance. 
The lay assistance I refer to includes trained men who 
have been taught either by the veterinary officer himself 
or some other equally competent. Such lay assistants 
can do the routine inspection of meat and of cowsheds 
and byres. And it is their duty to bring under the 
notice of the veterinarian matters which they think are 
at fault. They must not have the power to condemn or 
at the most only provisionally. Their position should 
be, to borrow a military term, that of scouts reporting 
to the chief the condition of things, and awaiting his 
instructions. 

lt is necessary then that the veterinary officer should 
have a staff, lay and clerical ; but to whom is the veteri- 
nary officer to look as his head? I do not see any 
serious objection to the veterinary officer being attached 
to the Department of the Medical Superintentent of 
Health. Speaking personally, I would as a professional 
man infinitely prefer to have as a chief one who had had 
a professional training in sympathy with my own. He 
will be more capable of appreciating the difficulties of 
the post than any layman, and with him it will be more 
profitable to consult than with anyone outside our own 
profession. The medical officer has plenty to do in his 
own particular branch, and if he is a wise man he will 
be glad to hand over the section including the subjects 
I have touched upon, and he will be wise indeed if he 
defers to his colleague on all questions relating to disease 
in animals, There is no need for me to refer to those 
instances where the medical officer or where medical 
men had given wholly erroneous opinions upon cattle or 
diseases supposed to be affecting cattle. uch cases I 
am content, will be rarer in the future, because medical 
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men are now recognising the fact to which they have | unable to come to your conference. Please make man 
been blind so long—that the veterinary surgeon is the apologies, but must plead pressure of business, and mem | 


person to give an opinion upon the diseases of the lower 
animals. As I have said, L have no objection, though 
some of my profession have, in working under the medi- 
cal superintendent of health and acknowledging that my 
department is included in his, but I do claim that T 
should be in such a position that I am able to approach 
and to report to the Public Health Jommittee direct. 
I claim that the veterinary official should be consulted 
directly by the Committee, and that he should be directly 
responsible to the Committee: this could not offend the 
amour eee of medical officer, because heshould recog- 
nise that there is a specislist in charge of a particular 
branch of Public Health work. It is scarcely likely that 
differences in opinion will arise, but if they do, then the 
one who can claim to have particular knowledge must 
have his way: it would never do for an expert opinion 
to be put aside for a mere ipse dirit of pale. no however 
admirable a person he may be. 

It would be with the greatest reluctance that I would 

upon say the “ Housing of the working 
classes” or the “ | sete Acts,” or some of the other 
roblems calling for dai y solution by the M.O.H. and 
it would be even more difficult for me on occasion to 
accept his opinion upon subjects of which I claim special 
knowledge, and more particular than he possesses, 
I conclude that we both have our places, the medical 
officer to be the officer responsible for the health of the 
community, the veterinarian, his chief lieutenant, taking 
on his shoulders that portion of the work of the Public 
Health Committee relating to animals, no matter 
whether they are to produce flesh for food, or milk, or 
whether thsy are kept for work, profit, or pleasure. —_ If 
it should be found necessary, and it may be in certain 
places, that the report of the 
clude that of the veterinary ins I I 
section of the report should have its specific heading 
and that the veterinary inspector should be held as re- 
sponsible for it. If I were the medical officer and must 
include the report of another I would insist for my own 
protection that the incorporated report should ‘carry 
with it the responsibility of its author. I would not 
have it. It would not be fair, and as I have insisted upon 
the veterinary officer making his own report, so would I 
saddle him with the entire responsibilities of his office. 

I must now conclude. I only wish it had been possi- 
ble for me to treat the subject better, but I hope I have 
given some food for reflection. The whole question of 
public health is of vast importance and increases in im- 
portance yearly owing to the concentration of the 
people in the large towns and of the many problems in- 
cluded in the general question that of feeding the masses 
is not the least. 

Much has been done to render homes more com- 
fortable, more healthy, and as a consequence the 
people happier, but the schemes of philanthropists 
and of corporations will not succeed if the food of 
the people is not to be controlled. We must remem- 
ber that one of the chief routes, if not the chief route, 
by which pathogenic organisms reach the human body 
is the alimentary canal. The food being contaminated 
the body sooner or later suffers. If we are to protect 
those who are not able to protect themselves or who 
are unaware of the risks they run from food contamina- 
tion then we must institute a vigorous inspection of 
articles of diet, and who can assist better than the 
Veterinary surgeon? If for no other reason, and I have 
directed your attention to others, I claim for the veteri- 
hary surgeon a position upon the administration of 
local anthorities and boards that have the control 
of all matters relating to public health. (Applause). 


Mr. Grece read the following telegrain which he had 


give my opinion 


pector, then I hold that 


So|d 


medical officer should in- | f 


you every success—-Shaftesbury.” 

Mr. James McKenny then moved the following 
resolution : 

“That a system of 
duce should be establis 


inspection of meat and dairy pro- 


hed by the State, to be applied 
with equal thoroughness and iu, artiality in all districts ; 
that such inspection should be conducted only by 
trained veterinarians appuinted by the State ; and that 
municipalities should be empowered to exclude from 
their markets al) meat or dairy produce, whether of 
native or foreign origin, which has not passed the State 
inspection.” 

e said: In considering this question I wish to draw 
your attention to a few facts which, in my opinion, are 
of importance. The medical and veterinary professions 
are in many respects eanaparente, for each requires of 
its students at entrance the same standard of educa- 
each chemistry, biology, and 
physiology are frequently taught by the same professors 
and from text books by the same authors, in fact these 
subjects may be learned by students of both professions 
in one class. In other portions of each course, such as 
anatomy, materia hygiene, and _ bacteriolo y 
the general principles are precisely the same, the on y 
ifference is in details to suit special requirements, as 
when we study the mal 


tional knowledge and in 


e and female of a species. 

In the animal kingdom mamnials are the most im- 
portant, and no doubt Homo heads the list, 
considerable extent man is more 
lower animals than t 
comforts and well bei 

end 


race largely de- 
whereas the 


stood that, though an animal, 
lower, 


obvions differences, 
man’s hand and in those of the fore 
though the individual 


any respects 
, but undoubtedly. demand a 
very special study, as from conformation, habits of life 
difference in the symptoms and 
treatment. 

Applying the foregoing remarks to the subject nnder 
discussion it must be admitted that both the medical 
and veterinary professions start from the same point, 
but later on in the respective courses, although their 
general principles remain the same, they diverge widely 
in important details—-details which, in fact, constitute 
the difference of the professions, To map out this line 
of demarcation with accuracy would be a matter of no 
small difficulty, but there need be little hesitation in 
drawing it in such a way as very plainly to mark of 
those which are the better qualified to properly perform 
duties requiring special veterinary training and know- 
ledge. 

To the inspection of meat there are two sides ; first 
the actual condition of the meat, for which a veterinary 
training would ee be necessary, secondly the 
effects which a special condition of meat would have on 
the human subject—a matter in which the human prac- 
titioner would in all probability be the more competent 
judge. From these considerations the ideal inspector 
would be evolved in the person of one who had all de- 
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animals, but if such an ideal person is of rare occurrence, 
can we doubt which of the others we are to select. Is it 
to be a man who can have little practical knowledge or 
training concerning the conditions of the lower animals 
in health and sickness, but who does possess the latest 
information, though not necessarily tlie truth, relative 
to the effects of meat in various conditions on man ; Or 
should it be rather one who, though he may not possess 
the latter problematic knowledge, can with an experts 
certainty discover the exact condition of any carcase 
which is submitted for hisexamination. — 

Of course the best substitute fora veterinarian to ful- 
fil such appointments would be a medical gentleman, 
but unfortunately these positions have too frequently 
been given to others whose qualifications were very 
questionable. The study of diseases communicable from 
one species of the lower animals to another is the daily 
association of veterinarians, but in dealing with those 
diseases communicable from the lower animals to man 
and the modus operandi thereof, the conjoint considera- 
tion of the two professions is required, so that the life 
history of the micro-organisms should be correctly 
traced ; at the same time each profession should be 
satistied to collaborate with the other, but not to infringe 
on their special callings, as in the case of certain duties 
relative to public health which can only be efficiently 
performed by veterinarians. (Applause). 

Mr. J. A. Toompson, F.R.C.V.S., formally seconded. 

Sir Orro Jarré said he was much obliged to the 
members of the Association for having invited him to 
the meeting and asked him to saya few words. He 
asked them to accept anything he might say and any 
statement he might make as his own personal opinion. 
He did not know that it was right to call on him tosup- 
ort that resolution because he would rather speak 
wel If they would pass that resolution he might 
then ask leave to propose another. (Applause.) 

Dr. Dewsrry said the question of the milk supply 
was an important one, and he could agree with the re- 
marks that had been made by Sir John Byers. It was 
a question for the State, and could not be effectively 
solved by a local organisation. (Applause.) The health 
of a single family might be at stake. The lives of the 
people employed on farms and in dairies required to be 
protected, just as much as the lives of the inhabi- 
tants ofa large city like Beltast. There was nothing to 
show that the lives of people inhabiting small towns, 
villages, or farms could be protected unless by the in- 
spection of all diseased cattle throughout the country, a 
matter which he thought should be in the hands of the 
veterinary department under the State, who should alse 
have complete control of the milk sapply to the inhabi- 
tants. As to the inspection of meat he thought that 
was a matter which should be in the hands of the 
veterinary department. He felt sure there would be 
perfect harmony between medical and veterinary pro- 
fessions so far as disease in cattle was concerned.— 


e resolution was passed unanimously. 


Discussion, 


Sir Jonn Byers, who was received with loud ap- 
planse, said he offered his hearty congratulations to the 
members of the veterinary profession on the step which 
they had recently taken in forming a new society. 
He understood the objects of the North of Ireland 
V.M.A. were, as in the case of kindred kodies, mainly 
two first, to discuss subjects relating to the theory #nd 
practice of veterinary surgery and medicine, and, second, 
to maintain and to advance the interests of the members 
of their profession. Such a society would not only pro- 
dneea feeling of camaraderie amongst the members, but 
by the reading of papers and by the free interchange of 
opinion in the diseussions which followed knowledge 
would be advanced, and in this way their profession 


would tend to become of more and more value and 
assistance to the public and to the State. ; 

The great advances in recent years In the sciences of 
pathology and bacteriology were revolutionising opinions 
and practice in the veterinary profession, as they Lad 
done in human medicine and surgery and in questions of 
public health, on which they had_ such interesting ad- 
dresses that evening. Veterinarians and doctors had 
now great responsibility placed in their hands. — In 
nothing was this more apparent than in the care that 
was now demanded as to the purity of our food sup- 
plies, of which the most important were meat of various 
animals and dairy produce. He was convinced that to 
be fair to farmers, traders, and consumers things would 
never be right until inspection of these products was 
imperial, universal, and of the same type or method, 
done by thoroughly trained veterinary surgeons ap- 
pointed by the State and responsible to the State ; and 
municipalities should not admit into their markets meat 
or dairy produce which had not passed a State inspec- 
tion. In America the liws of such inspection were 
federal ; and the whole arrangement was [imperial in 
Germany. It wasabsurd to seize carcases of animals at 
their railway stations, while at the time they did not 
inspect (for indeed it would be impossible with the 
glands and viscera removed) meats which had been cut 
or boned ; that is, pre vared in outside places for market, 
and which, speaking, generally were for- 
warded by train from country towns in packages. 

With our present knowledge it might be laid down 
that on the whole meat was less dangerous than milk, 
because, as a rule, it was taken in smaller amount, it 
was used by older people, whose resistance to disease 
germs was greater, and in this country it was always 
cooked. Milk, on the other hand, was used in larger 
quantities by, and it was specially the food of, children, 
whose resisting power to disease was less than in adults, 
and it was generally taken raw. Why, he (Sir John 
Byers) asked, was universal attention now being called 
in all countries tothe importance of a State control of 
the milk supply! There were several reasons :— First, 
milk was such a universal article of food. Taking all 
classes together, it was computed that about 1-5 to 4 
pint was used by each person in the United Kingdom 
per day, though, in the case of the poor, it often fell to 
1-10 of a pint ; second, milk was so often a vehicle for 
carrying disease. In the first place, the disease might 
be conveyed to the milk—-in the case of perfectly healthy 
animals—through the milkers, in the case of people in 
that capacity still ill with, or convalescing from scarla- 
tina, typhoid, or diphtheria ; or through the vessels in 
which the milk was placed having been washed in ccn- 
contaminated water (typhoid, diarrhcea), instead of 
being sterilised by boiling water, or still better by steam. 
In the second place, the disease might be conveyed 
directly from a diseased cow as in tuberculosis. It 
had been computed that 20 per cent. of the milch cows 
in the United Kingdom were suffering from tubercu- 
losis, and, while formerly it was thought that danger 
only arose in the case of those (2 per cent. of the whole) 
with tubercular disease of the udders, the second interim 
report of the Royal Commission appointed to inquire 
into the relations of human and animal tuberculosis had 
conclusively shown that tuberculosis in the cow was a 
fruitful source of disease and death in man. 

Sir John Byers then quoted the following from the 
conclusion (pages 36 and 37) :—“ There can be no doubt 
that in a certain number of cases the tuberculosis occur- 
ring in the human subject, especially in children, is the 
direct result of the Introduction into the human body of 
the bacillus of bovine tuberculosis, also there can be no 
doubt that in the majority at least of these cases the 
bacillus is introduced through cows’ milk. Cows’ milk 
containing bovine tubercle bacilli is clearly a cause of 
tuberculosis, and of fatal tuberculosis in man.” “A very 
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considerable amount of disease and loss of life, especially 
among the young, must be attributed to the consump- 
tion of cows’ milk containing tubercle bacilli. The 
presence of tubercle bacilli in cows’ milk can be detec- 
ted, though with some difficulty, if the proper means be 
adopted, and such milk ought never to be used as food. 
There is far less difficulty in recognising. clinically that 
a cow is distinctly suffering from tuberculosis, in which 
case she may be yielding tuberculous milk. The milk 
coming from such a cow ought not to form part of 
human food, and indeed ought not to be used as food at 
all.” Finally, as a practical conclusion of this most 
epoch-making report, the Commissioners write—“ Our 
results clearly point to the necessity of measures more 
stringent than those at present enforced being taken to 
prevent the sale or the consumption of such milk.” 

Now, then, it may be taken that the question of 
bovine and human tuberculosis from an administrative 
point of view is settled. We have at last obtained 
the necessary scientific knowledge ; the danger has been 
clearly pointed ont in this report, and what is wanted 
is increased preventive action. ‘To combat such a condi- 
tion increased powers are needed, and in his (Sir John 
Byers’s) opinion the authorities to whom these powers 
should be given were the State, so that a uniform and 
universal system or line of action might be adopted, both 
in town and country. In dealing with such serious 
of public health--and they were complicated 

y the extraordinary change that had occurred owing to 
the growth of great towns during the last fifty years, 
the inhabitants of which had to be supplied with food 
largely from the outside (in England and Wales about 
59 per cent. of the population live in towns now, while 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century the propor- 
tion was only about 16 per cent ; in Belfast in 1861, the 
population was 120,777, now it was three times at large) 
---the medical and veterinary professions would have to 
work together so as to endeavour to bring about a state 
of affairs in which not only would the cattle used in 
dairying be free from any acute or chronic disease, but 
in which the milkers and all others directly in charge of 
the dairies would also be clear of any form of infectious 
illness. This was the ideal they must all strive to ob- 
tain, and it was based upon the teaching of science and 
experience. (Applause). 

ir Orro JaFFE then moved “ That it is the opinion 
of those present at a meeting of the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association, held at the City 
Hall, Belfast, on the 26th July, 1907, that at an early 
period an arrangement should be come to whereby the 
veterinary surgeon of the City of Belfast should report 
direct to the Health Committee.” 

He said it was largely due to the efforts of Councillor 
Gregg that a veterinary surgeon had been appointed in 
the city of Belfast. He did not want to say a single 
disparaging word against the Council of Belfast. They 
had done their best (Hear, hear.) They must remember 
that Belfast was a growing city, and that fifty years ago 
the ground on which that building now stood was green 
fields, so that an allowance must be made. The inspec- 
tion of meat had been in the hands of the community 
for years, and when a veterinary surgeon was appointed 
the Corporation came to a strange arrangement, namely, 
that the veterinary surgeon was to be partly responsible 
to the Markets Commitee and partly to the Health- 
Committee. It was impossible to force the position, 
but the appointment of a veterinary surgeon was a step 
in the right direction (Applause). In his opinion the 
civic authorities should have gone a step further, and 
arranged that the veterinary surgeon should report 
direct to the Health Committee. He was very sorry 
that the Lord Mayor could not be present that evening, 
and he felt sure that the majority of the members of the 
Health Committee would agree with anything he had 
said. Referring to the milk supply, Sir Otto said what 


they required was the establishment of municipal milk 
depots. That had been done in Germany and had 
proved a decided snecess (Applause). In doing so, 
something like £1000 or £1500 had been lost, but the 
authorities in Germany recognised that the matter was 
of importance, that the health of the citizens would be 
improved, and so they did not object to the loss (Hear, 
hear.) Sir John Byers had referred to the efforts being 
made by Mr. Wilson to supply pure milk, and he (Sir 
Otto) also desired to join in congratulating Mr. Wilson 
(Ilear, hear). He hoped the day was not far distant 
when municipal milk depots would be established in the 
city, and if everybody could not be supplied, at least 
children under eighteen months would be able to obtain 
pure milk (Applause). 

Mr. H. McConneELL, in seconding, said, after they 
listened to the paper read by Prof. Mettam, there was 
little doubt that it would be much better if veterinary 
surgeons reported direct to the Health Committee 
(Hear, hear.) That was a most reasonable resolution, 
and he had much pleasure in seconding it (Applause.) 

Dr. St. GEORGE said the medical and veterinary pro- 
fessions were both working for one end, namely, the 
preservation of the health of the city. He strongly 
advocated that the veterinary surgeon should report 
direct to the Health Committee, and he hoped before 
long the inspection of all meat would be placed in the 
hands of a qualified and experienced veterinary surgeon 
(Applanse.) 

Dr. Agnew said he was very pleased to have received 
an invitation to that meeting and to have had the privi- 
lege of listening to that able paper by Prof. Mettaw. 
He heartily agreed with all that the Professor had said, 
and also with the remarks of the other speakers. It was 
a long time since he began to study the best means of 
preventing disease, and he was glad that he had lived to 
see Belfast appointing a veterinary surgeon to look after 
the inspection of the meat. He agreed with the terms 
of Sir Otto Jaffé’s resolution, because he thought that a 
veterinary surgeon should only have one master, namely, 
the Health Comittee. There was no doubt as to the 
necessity for the inspection of meat and milk supply, and 
he felt satisfied that this could never be properly accom- 
plished except by an experienced veterinary surgeon. It 
had been a great pleasure to him to listen to the various 
speeches, and he cordially supported the resolution pro- 
posed by Sir Otto Jaffé, as he thoroughly agreed with 
its terms (Applause). 

Mr. then moved a hearty vote of 
thanks to Prof. Mettam for his paper, and to Sir John 
Byers for opening the discussion. He said they were 
deeply indebted to Prof. Mettam for his kindness in 
coming to Belfast and reading such anable and interest- 
ing paper, while at the same time they were obliged to 
Sir John Byers for his masterly address (Hear, hear.) 
It was not necessary for him to go into the matter in 
detail, because Prof. Mettam had done so so fully that 
there was really little left for him to say. Like the 
previous speakers, he was firmly of opinion what they 
required was the [mperialising of the inspection and 
management of all farms and dairies. In a country like 
Treland they had had to fight against and s‘amped out 
many forms of disease, and if they had to give their 
attention to tuberculosis they would not relax their 
efforts until that scourge had ceased to exist (Applanse.) 

Mr. Wm. Dawson seconded the motion, which was 
passed unanimously. 

Prof. Merram, in returning thanks, said it had been 
a great pleasure to him to come Belfast and read that 
paper to the members of the Society. He might have 
forgotten something which they expected him to say, 
but he hoped they would overlook any shortcoming on 
his part when he told them that he had been kept brsy 
preparing for the examination at the College He hoped 
he had given them some food for reflection on the ques- 
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tion of the preservation of the public health. He 
thanked them for the kind manner in which they had 
received his paper, and also for the hearty vote of thanks 
which they had been pleased to accord him (Applause). 

Sir Jonn Byers, in reply, said he did not think any 
thanks were necessary because it had been a real pleasure 
to him to attend to show his belief that the medical and 
veterinary professions could go along hand in hand, en- 
deavouring to eradicate the forms of disease which 
affected the health of their great city (Applause). 

Mr. WILSON, in moving a vote of thanks to the Lord 
Mayor for the use of the room, said they all regretted 
that the Earl of Shaftesbury was unable to be present. 
He (the speaker) was endeavouring to do what he could 
towards improving the milk supply. and he thanked Sir 
John Byers and Sir Otto Jaffé for their kind reference 
to his humble efforts which he trusted would turn out 
successfully. If any of those present wished to inspect 
the model dairy on the following day he would be de- 
lighted to see them. (Applause.) : 

A vote of thanks having been accorded the Chairman 
for presiding, the proceedings terminated. 

James Greae, Hon. See. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The summer meeting was held at the Cambridge 
Hotel, Scarborough, on Wednesday, July 17th, the 
chair being occupied by the President, Mr. J. McKinna, 
of Huddersfield ; and the attendance included Messrs. 
S. Wharam, G.C. Barber, W. Crawford , Leeds ; Cas- 
sello Aggio, Otley ; T. Fletcher, Geo. B. Holden, H. 
Snarry, Scarborongh ; G. Whitehead, Batley ; F. W. S. 
Clough, Morley ; H. Walpole, Whixley ; and J. Clark- 
son, Garforth (Hon. Sec). The visitors present were 
Messrs. J. R. Welsby, Scarborongh, and J. W. H. 
Masheter, Hutton’s Ambo. 

Letters of regret at inability to be present were an- 
nounced by the Secretary from Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
Prof. W. O. Williams, Messrs. A. W. Mason, W. Weston, 
F. W. Pawlett, J. Smith, H. G. Bowes, F. Hallilay, J. 
Lloyd, A. McCarmick, and G. Scott. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, con- 
firmed. 

Mr. A. N. Foster, Sheffield, and Mr. J. W. H. 
MasueTerR, Hautton’s Ambo, were nominated for 
membership. Mr.C. Aaario, Otley, proposed by Mr. 
Crawford, seconded by Mr. Whitehead, was duly elected 
a member of the Society. 

The PRESINENT then said he had received from the 
Central V.M.S. a copy of Mr. Garnett’s paper “A fore- 
cast for a new Veterinary Surgeon Act,” with a request 
to lay it before the Yorkshire Society. He had already 
drawn the attention of the Standing Council to it and 
they considered the matter of such importance and 
interest that they had signed a requisition to him to call 
a — to paper. The Secretary 
would ca e meeting in the usual way whe - 
ments had been finally made. 


Pustic Heattu Coneress, Doucias, or MAN. 
Report of Delegate—Mr. J. McKinna. 


Gentlemen,—With your indulgence, I now beg to give 
you my report as delegate at the recent Public Health 

anded at Douglas on_ Friday evening, June ¢ 
but the opening of the did 
until the following evening, when the President. His 
Excellency The Right Hon. Lord Raglan, delivered an 
address in the Palace Opera House to a fairly large 
audience. Lord Raglan, after referring to the coming 


of age of the Institute of Public Health, gave an ad- 
dress on Tuberculosis from the layman’s point of view, 
strongly favoured conscription as a preventive of this 
disease, and specially recommended the German sys- 
tem of medical examination before entering the army. 
If the young man on examination was found to be 
suffering from tuberculosis, his case was notified to 
the Civil authorities, so that he was not lost sight of, 
and attended to if necessary by some hygienic or philan- 
thropic society. 

Very few veterinary delegates, however, were present 
and really the Section of Veterinary Hygiene and Com- 
parative Pathology did not commence its work until 
Tuesday, so few put in an appearance until Monday 
evening. However, the veterinary delegates made good 
use of their time on Monday and heard Sir James Barr, 
M.D., of Liverpool, give his Presidential address on 
“Preventive Medicine, the Medicine of the Future.” 
He said he was quite prepared to approach the subject, 
from a selfish standpoint and show that practitioners 
of medicine were and should be deeply interested in 
the preservation of health as the greatest sanitarian 
The nation, he said, which produced the finest race 
would win in the long run, and he would encourage 
the military spirit from early youth upwards ; there 
were far too many weaklings mentally and physically 
in these degenerate days when sentiment, rather than 
reason, ruled the world. Sooner or later Society would 
have to protect itself from any undue multiplication 
of undesirables. In his ideal of the future race, he 
studiously omitted the typical John Bull. That “big 
fat, pot-bellied man,” to use his own expression, was 
never ready for a fight of any kind. 

Sir James went on to deal with the subiect of infan- 
tile mortality and death from zymotic disease. He said 
that bad ventilation was responsible for the prevalence 
of consumption, and referred to the serious increase of 
Pneumonia, against which precautions should be taken 
when threatened. He wanted the public to take a per- 
sonal interest in their own health, instead of allowing 
themselves to get ill and then swallowing all sorts of 
quack medicines. He was not so much concerned in 
the prolongation of life as in the preservation of health 
—a sound mind in a sound body. It was a long and 
exhaustive address, attentively listened to by a crowded 
audience, and as Sir Charles Cameron remarked in pro- 
sing a vote of thanks, he combined the qualities of 

endell Holmes and Mark Twain in his masterly and 
humorous address. 

On Tuesday, July 2nd, all the delegates were invited 
to hear Prof. Sims Woodhead deliver his presidential 
address to the Bacteriological Section. It proved a 
most interesting one on “ Anti-bodies,” which he ex- 
plained were the substances formed by the bane of a 
toxin at the point where the poison was introduced. 
Every poison produces its own anti-bodies—in fact it 
was due to these anti-bodies that there ever was any 
recovery from disease at all. If they could only find 
how to produce the important curative anti-bodies, and 
there seemed to be every possibility that in time this 
would be done, under sufticiently favourable conditions, 
and in sufficiently large quantities that they might be 
transferred from one patient to another, they might 
arrive at a period when ordinary drugs would searcely 
ever be needed, except for the alleviation of symptoms, 
while the real work of curing would, as at present, be 
carried on by nature, which would be so much under 
control that diseases which were now thought to be un- 
and incurable would be prevented or 
cured. 

Prof. Woodhead then gave an interesting account of 
the experiments which had been made in connection 
with diphtheria in regard to experiments carried on b 
himself and Dr. Cartwright in connection with anti- 
toxin. He proved by statistics that the death-rate had 
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fallen to as low as 19 per 100,000, since 1895 by the 
anti-toxin treatment in this disease. His own exper- 
ience was quite convincing, he had seen the symptoms 
in violent cases resolved as if by magic. 

Later in the day the presidential address of the 
Veterinary Hygiene and Comparative Pathology Section 
was given by Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, of Manchester. 
He stated, in a brief but pithy address, that hundreds of 
people were dying of consumption contracted from meat 
and milk containing bacilli, and expressed the view that 
the public were not afforded adequate protection by the 
meat and milk inspection. 

There had been a great improvement of general 
hygiene in cowhouses, but it would be better if the 
milking were don: by women instead of men, as they 
were more attentive to the cleanliness of their clothing. 
Private slaughterhouses could not be adequately super- 
vised, consequently animals about to die from anthrax 
were often killed and sent to the towns for food, mainly 
going amongst the poor. 

“ Milk in Relation to Public Health” was the first 
paper introduced. Prof. Annett, of Liverpool Univer- 
sity, was not present to read his paper, but it was sub- 
mitted on his behalf by the genial Secretary of the Sec- 
tion, Mr. T. S. Atkinson, M.R.C.V.S., of Douglas. The 
part which milked played in the transmission of disease, 
the essayist pointed out, was not covfined to tuberculo- 
sis. The bacteriological contents of milk had to be con- 
sidered, as they were a powerful factor in the production 
of disease amongst man and animals. It was important 
to emphasise also that not only cows with tuberculous 
udders, but any tuberculous cow might supply milk <on- 
taining the baciili, and also such milk formed a large 

roportion of the food of other younganimals. It would 
be a public disaster if having secured the introduction 
of legislative measures to deal with the above subject, 
the occasion were not seized to deal with the larger and 
more inclusive subject of the milk supply in general. 
Considering the large number of manipulations to which 
milk was subjected in very many different places, it was 
not to be wondered at that practically always ordinary 
milk could be demonstrated to contain organisms patho- 
genic to man and toanimals. Strictly speaking the pre- 
sence of these bacteria in milk is evidence of “ sewage ” 
contamination, as surely as in the case of drinking 
water, and insomuch as sewage contains excretions of 
animals and man, with, however, the important differ- 
ence that milk is a nutrient medium for these organisms 
while water is not. 

The discussion was very ably opened by Mr. Brittle- 
bank, M.R.C.V.S., Public Health Department, Manches- 
ter, and followed in turn by the medical officers, dairy- 
men, farmers, etc. Sir Charles Cameron, who paid a 
high compliment to our profession, also took part in the 
discussion, and also the Principal of the Institute of 
Public Health, who desired to enlist the sympathies of 
the veterinary profession to help in the solution of the 
milk problem. 

The following resolution was submitted and passed : 
“That this section strongly urges the desirability in the 
interests of Public Health of steps being taken to obtain 
the compulsory operation of the ‘Dairies, Cowsheds and 
Milk Shops Order,’ and the appointment of veterinary 
—s for the systematic inspection of milk, cows, 
etc. 

Wednesday. _A very long, exhaustive and able paper 
was read on “ Meat Inspection” by Mr. James Dixon, 
M.R.C.V.S., Pub. Health Dept., Leeds. He complained 
that many inspectors were not sufficiently well educated 
to detect different forms of diseases in carcases, and sug- 
gested that the work should be given to properly trained 
veterinary surgeons. A paper by Mr. Wm. Field, M.P., 
on the qualifications of inspectors was also read. 

The discussion on Mr. Dixon’s paper was opened by 
Mr. King, of London, who gave an able contribution to 


the subject from his very large experience. Indeed, 
there was no lack of speakers, and as was to be expected, 
the butcher and the farmer took a prominent part in the 
discussion, as well as M.O.H. and veterinary surgeons. 
Amongst the veterinary surgeons who spoke were Major 
Butler (who referred to the inspection of meat on the 
Continent), Mr. Atkinson, of Douglas, and Mr. Jones, of 
Liverpool. 

The following resolution was submitted and passed : 

“That this Section strongly urges that a uniform 
system of inspection of meat should be adopted in all 
districts, and that the qualifications of meat inspectors 
should be raised. The Section further recommends 
That steps should be taken to urge upon the Govern- 
— principals of compensation in cases of tubercu- 
osis. 


It may interest you to know that many societies were 
represented: Lancashire, Midland Counties, Central, 
National Veterinary Association, North Wales Veterin- 
ary Society, North of England, Royal Counties, Lin- 
colnshire, South Durham and North Yorks, as well 
as the County of Broad Acres. I may say that the 
Veterinary Section was considered in every way a suc- 
cess, and the Council of the Institute was so favourably 
impressed that they intend to enlarge the scope of the 
Section in the future. Please accept my thanks for the 
honour you conferred upon me in sending me as your 
delegate, and I trust I have been able to give you some 
slight idea of the work of the Congress. In concluding, 
I may say that the social side was not neglected. Hos- 
pitality was showered on the delegates by Lord Raglan, 
the President, the Mayor of Douglas, the Bishop of 
Sodor and Man, and other notabilities of the Island. 
The weather, too, favoured us, and | think I may safely 
say that our visit to the little Island was not only profit- 
able but pleasurable too (Applause). 


The SECRETARY proposed that the best thanks of the 
Society be given to Mr. McKinna for his attendance at 
the Congress and his excelleht report. This was 
seconded by Mr. Fletcher, who said the report showed 
that Mr. McKinna had proved as was to be expected, 
an excellent delegote, and one who had taken every 
interest in the meeting. Carried unanimously. 

The PrEstpENT thanked the meeting for its kind 
vote, and begged to take this opportunity of saying how 
necessary it seemed to him for the various veterinary 
societies to be represented at these congresses, and also 
how favourably onr_ profession compared with other 
learned professions who met there. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The PREsIpENT then announced that the Standing 
Council at its last meeting thought it desirable to invite 
the National Association to hold its meeting in York 
shire in 1908 or 1909, and that desire certainly had his 
support. 

r. WHARAM pointed out that since the Council 
held its meeting it had been reported in Zhe Record 
that the Southern Counties were to invite them for 
1908, so he cousidered it would be better to defer the 
invitation to the 1909 meeting. He also thought it was 
now our turn, as it must be fully ten years sinte they 
were in Yorkshire and he had pleasure in proposing 
that “We invite the National Society to hold its meet- 
ing in Yorkshire in 1909. 

This was seconded by Mr. Whitehead, and supported 
by Mr. McKinna and others, and on being put to the 
vote was carried unanimously. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. WuITeHEaD, Batley, then showed a very interest- 
ing specimen, a kitten with four fore-legs, four hind-legs 


‘mal kittens amongst Blue Persians, and 


and two tails. Mr. Walpole said he found — abnor- 
asked if this 
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was one. Mr. Whitehead said it was only an ordinary 
mongrel. 


Mr. Grawrorp, in showing a navicular bone with 
extensive ulceration of its articular surface, said it was 
from an aged mare which had never shown any sign of 
lameness until her last sudden attack, when the pain 
was so acute that she was quite unable to put the near 
hind foot to the ground. Her foot was fomented, poul- 
ticed and carefully searched from time to time, her 
temperature generally standing at 102° to 103, and the 
pain never subsiding. She lived three weeks and was 
then destroyd and the post-mortem examination made, 
with the result shewn. He also added that she was a 
mare which for a long time had been addicted to stamp- 
ing in the stable. ; 

Other cases were also mentioned, and the President 
thanked the various members for bringing them before 
the Society. 

The meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman, proposed by Mr. Fletcher, seconded by 
Mr. Wharam, and carried with acclamation. 


ROYAL COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A genera! meeting was held on Friday, - 2nd, at 
the Mayor’s Parlour of the Town Hall, Henley-on- 
Thames, the use of which had been kindly granted by 
the Mayor (Ald. W. Anker Simmons). The President, 
Mr. R. Porch, presided over a scanty attendance, due to 
various causes, those — being Mr. ee | J. Simp- 
son, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, Capt. W. N. Wright, 
A.V.D., and Messrs. A. L. Butters, E. J. Mellett, W. G. 
Flanagan, Albert Wheatley, and G. E. King. Letters 
and telegrams of apology for inability to attend were 
announced from Major Meredith, A.V.D. (who is leaving 
the service at once, and going to live in Wales), and 
Messrs. J. F. Simpson, J. McKerlie, W. L. Harrison, 
J. Sutcliffe Hundall, 'T. B. Goodall,’ H. Slocock, J. 
East, J. C. Coleman, J. H. Wilson, R. Page Bull, E. C. 
Howard, T. Lepper, H. Lepper, J. A. Todd, and R. J. 
Verney. 

_ The Hon. Sec. drew attention to the circular letter, 
signed by Mr. John Malcolm, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer 
to the Wm. Hunting Testimonial Fund, which has 
already appeared in the different professional journals. 


THE Proposep New Act. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. MacCorm 
Hon. Sec. of the Central V.M.S., forwarding the ee 
read by Mr. F. W. Garnett before the members of that 
Society, entitled “A Forecast for a new Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act,” which has been published, and inviting 
the views of this Association on the subject. 

On the motion of Capt. Wricut, seconded by Mr. 
MeLtett, the Hon. Secretary was instructed to write 
informing Mr. MacCormack that if sufficient copies of 
Mr. Garnett’s paper for distribution amongst the mem- 
= be furnished to him, the 
subject wi set down for discussion - 
ing of this Association. aaa 


Victor1a BENEVOLENT Funp. 


Arising out of the reading of a letter fr 
rett, and of the Victoria. 
Benevolent Fund, Mr. Butters gave notice to move at 
the next meeting of this Association that a donation of 
10 guineas be voted to the funds of that Society. It 
was explained that two donations of a like amount have 
already been granted to the Benevolent Fund by this 


Association. 


Next MEETING. 


On the preposition of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. 
Wheatley, it was agreed to hold the next (November) 
‘meeting of the Association in London, as in past years. 


Cases oF INTEREST. 


Mr. MeLLETt showed an interesting morbid speci- 
men in the shape of a cystic calculus which, he said, 
was probably unique in that it never distressed the 
animal affected. The horse, which was 16 to 18 years 
old, was an old favourite of a client’s and nothing “- 
peared wrong except that, after long journeys, he would 
stretch out to stale. The horse was killed on account 
of age, and the kennelman found the calculus, which 
then weighed 6oz. 

The Hon. Sec. reported a curious case of lameness 
in a blood mare, which went lame suddenly in one 
day. He diagnosed the case as one of stifle lameness 
and blistered her, and for for along time she got fairly 
sound, and was turned out. For some weeks she would 
go sound, and then “carry” the affected hind leg, the 
lameness always coming “off and on.” Having — 
one foal, and had another which died, she was killed ; 
and on carefully dissecting the limb the only thing he 
could find was a big melanotic enlargement of the pop- 
liteal glands involving the sciatic nerve. ; 

Capt. Wricut thought this was quite sufficient to 
explain the case. 

r. WHEATLEY said he could substantiate Mr. Simp- 
son’s theory so far. He himself vas thrown from a 
motor car and injured the groin, the result being a pain 
in the knee which still troubled him, although the knee 
was not at all hurt in the accident. If they got pressure 
on the nerves they got pain in the knee or stifle. 

Mr. Mellett was thanked for bringing his specimen, 
on the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. King. 

Mr. Percy J. Simpson had prepared, and offered to 
read, a paper on “Eczema of the Domesticated Animals,’ 
but, in view of the small attendance, it was resolved, 
on the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Captain 
Wright, that the paper be printed and circulated with 
the agenda convening the next meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Cordial votes of thanks to the Mayor of Henley for 
so kindly lending his parlour for the meeting ;'‘and to 
the President for his able conduct in the chair, con- 
cluded the business. “ 

Afterwards some of the visiting members spent a 
short time on the river. 


Biological Experiment.—Mendelism. 


At the meeting of the British Association a large num- 
ber of the Botany and Zoology Section went over to 
Burbage, a picturesque village near Hinckley, to see Mr. 
C. C. Hurst’s heredity experiments. Mr. Hurst is a 
Fellow of the Linnzan Society and of the Royal Horti- 
cultural Society. He has devoted a considerable 
amount of time and study to experiments, in order to 
test the validity of the so-called law of Mendel. Mendel 
was an Austrian monk, who became Abbot of Briinn. 
In 1865 he propounded a theory of heredity founded on 
his experiments with sweat peas. His memoir was lost 
for many years, and discovered in 1900 by De Vries, an 
eminent Dutch botanist. At this moment it 1s a great 
question with biologists whether Mendel’s law is or is 
not a real law of nature. Mr. Hurst has tried it experi- 
mentally with sweat peas, orchids, tomatoes, poultry, 
and rabbits, and has tested it with regard to horses and 
man, and he has come to the conclusion that the Men- 
delian law is a true law of nature. Nothing is more 
important than to discover the laws of heredity, and few 
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things more difficult. It is not easy to state Mendel’s 
law ; but it may be illustrated by a simple example. 
Let us take the case of the racehorse, of which we have 
exact and trustworthy records in the “Stud Book.” 
Here are six famous sires, St. Simon, St. Serf, Galopin, 
Ladas, Merry Hampton, and Cabin Boy. These were 
bay and brown sires. They were mated with many 
chestnut mares, and here is a record of their progeny : 


Bay and brown Chestnut 


Sires. foals. foals. Total. 

St. Simon 96 0 96 
St. Serf 83 0 83 
Galopin 62 0 62 
Ladas 56 56 
Merry Hampton 44 0 44 
Cabin Boy 29 0 29 

Totals 370 0 370 


Not one of the foals is chestnut. Why? The sires 
had all bay-brown parents and grandparents except St. 
Serf, which hid one chestnut grandparent. Mendel’s 
law says that here are two qualities of colour, one 
dominant, which prevails ; one recessive, which disap- 
pears. Mr. Hurst extracts a second list of twelve sires, 
which had a wixed parentage, and here there is no 
dominant factor. Out of 702 foals, 355 are bay and 
brown and 347 chestnut. He exhibited to the biologist 
100 school children to show that the same law was 
traceable in the colour of the eyes, and he related his 
experiences with regard to plants and animals, to the 
same effect. How far these principles hold with regard 
to dominant and recessive features in mankind, mental, 


moral, and physical, cannot be stated, but the matter 
is worthy of study. The ascent, as usual, must be up- 
wards from plants to the lower animals, and from these 
to humanity.— Daily Telegraph. 


Hydrogen in the Free State. 


A recent number of 7'he World’s Work is devoted to 
Ireland, her people, her industries, and her education. 
The following amusing story is told in illustration of 
the old mockery of scientific teaching, now, happily, 
being replaced in Ireland by new and up-to-date techni- 
calinstruction. It was in the time of the Boer war, and 
many young hopefuls had been plucked in the officers’ 
examinations. tt was decided to give some of them 
another chance. When the papers were read it was 
found that several candidates had furnished the remark- 
able information that “Hydrogen is not found in the 
Orange River Colony!” The mystified examiners 
thought the matter worth looking into, and consulted 
the lads’ tutor. He was unable to throw any light on 
the matter for a moment, but suddenly inspiration came 
tohiw. “Ihave it,” he said ; “I felt sure you would 
ask the hydrogen question, and I impressed on the boys 
= es at hydrogen was not found in the free state!” 


CoMPARATIVE OF SUMMARY RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 


1907 1906 1905 1904 
Outbreaks in July 5 7 17 13 
Seven months 56 61 143-124 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (inclading Cases [Sheep] gwine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks} mals. poreaks mals. jbreaks| mals. Dogs. other) breaks. tered 
— - _—— 
| 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Ang.10} 11 18 | 38 1 56 | 281 
1906 12 | 28 4] 16 33 
Corresponding week in {1905 ..]| 18 0 4 2 21 | 67 
{390 19 | 35] 1] 20 100 
Total for 31 weeks, 1907 684 907 | 562 1312 407 | 1615 7511 
1906 568 846 74 1276 296] 728 3972 
di iod in {1905 .. | 608 | 843 2 650 536 2472 
natalia 1904 .. | 610 | 942 930 1668 1061 915 43338 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 10. 1907. 
| | | = 
IRELAND. Week ended July 27 4 _ 10 | 89 
Corresponding Week in | i 1 178 
1906 3 7 ee | oe 149 715 
2 3 225 93 845 
Corresponding period in ng 2 2 tes 8 | 24 | 368 174 | 2430 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Inetructicn for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 1, 1907. 
Norgr.—The figures for the Current Year are apy-roximate only 
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An Unqualified Medical Man. 
A Fixe or £20 anp Costs ImposeD. 


An important case was heard before Judge Dodd, 
K.C., at Relby County Court, on Friday, 2nd inst, when 
Samuel Walford, an unqualified medical practitioner, 
residing at Cawood, near Selby, was sued by the Master 
and Wardens of the Society of Apothecaries, London, 
for the recovery of £20, the offence being that defen- 
dant, not being in practice as an apothecary, had prac- 
tised as such without having obtained a certificate of 
qualification from the Court of Examiners. ; 

Mrs. Edith Battle, wife of William Battle, of Riccall, 
was the first witness, and she said she had received an 
account from “ Dr.” Walford in the name of Walford 
and Pilcher, for professional attendance in February, 
1907. Her child, she said, was taken ill, and he at- 
tended her, saying that she was suffering from croup. 
He gave her a powder, and then a bottle of medicine. 

The Judge: Did he feel her pulse ? 

Mr. J. O. Andrews: Oh, that is admitted; but that 
is no offence. (Laughter.) 

Witness, continuing, said they asked that Dr. Taylor 
might be called in to see the child, and defendant did 
not object. The child died the same day that Dr. Taylor 
visited her. 

Mrs. M. Simpson, wife of Henry Simpson, of Kel- 
field Brickyard, said that on the ist February her 
eldest son James was ill, and Dr. Walford attended him, 
telling her that it was sore throat from which he was 
suffering. Herson died, and it turned out to be diph- 
theria. Five of the family had died from the same 
disease, and an inqnest was held on one of the victims. 
Dr. Walford attended, and said the witness told 
“nothing but lies.” Her husband was eventually sum- 
moned for not reporting the case. 

Mr. Andrews, for the defeuce, said their was no reflec- 
tion upon his client as a medical man. He had_prac- 
tised as locum tenens for some of the ablest practitioners, 
and had carried out his work for over 38 years. He 
had always practised, and would continue to do so, and 
there was nothing to prevent him dving so. He never 
held himself out to be a qualified man. He had commit- 
ted an offence in dispensing medicine. 

The Judge ordered defendant to pay £20 and costs, 
and an undertaking was given by defendant that he 
would not dispense medicine further.-- Yor/shire Post. 


Personal. 


Mr. J. A. Gop, M.R.C.V.S., was one of the judges 
at the Shirley Horse Show, on Saturday, July 27. 


Battey—Roserts.—On the 7th Ang., at Vale Royal 
Wesleyan Church, Tunbridge Wells, by the Rev. C.H. 
Kelly, assisted by Revs. J. Judge and W. Beales, William 
Bailey, Esq., of Hert- 

ord, to Alice May, elder daughter of Richard Roberts 
F.R.C.V.S., of Tunbridge Wells. 


OBITUARY. 


Sypvey L. StepHens, M.R.C.V.S., Queen’s Gate Mews 
South Kensington. 


Graduated, Lond: Dec., 1893. 
Mr. Stephens died on Sunday, 28th July, from pneu- 
monia after only four days’ illness. 


ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED.—Messrs. W. J 
Young, G. Mayall, P. J. Simpson, E. R. Gibson, J. Gregg. 
Reports of Chief V.S., and Assist. V.S. for 1906 (Cape 
Colony) J.D. Borthwick. The Yorkshire Evening Post. 


MR. WELSBY’S CASE OF MILK FEVER. 
Sir, 

I am quite of opinion that this was a case of milk fever, 
and with your permission will record three cases that have 
come under my observation during the past twelve months. 

1. A cross-bred Jersey, in calf, found down in the 
meadow in a comatose condition. I forget exactly the 
number of weeks she had calved, but it was several. Air 
was injected into the udder. The cow was up in her box 
well within the 24 hours. 

2. Guernsey in calf, calved December, 1906, ‘‘ found 
staggering in the meadow’’ in the early morning of June 
17th, 1907. Onmy arrival at 8 a.m. she was down and un- 
conscious. The udder was inflated with oxygen. 7 p.m., 
conscious but not up. Oxygen treatment repeated. The 
next morning was up and feeding. 

3. Cross-bred shorthorn calved in May last, found down 
and comatose at 5 a.m., July 17th. Oxygen treatment 
adopted. After a few hours she got up, walked in to her 
stall, recovery uneventful. 

Remarks.—In most cases of “ milk fever ’’ I have obser- 
ved a peculiar discolouration of the milk. It varies from a 
slight discolouration to a distinct dirty or light chocolate. 
Scarcely perceptible at the commencement of an attack, but 
very apparent in afew hours. 

l agree with your correspondents that we should be care- 
ful in arriving at a correct diagnosis, bit do not let us start 
our case with a fixed determination that it cannot be “ milk 
fever ’’ because it has not occurred within twoor three days 
of calving. My first ‘‘ long delayed ’’ case I treated several 
years ago, and with considerable doubt. Experience has 
taught me that there are cases of “‘ milk fever,’’ and I have 
little doubt that when the pathology of the disease is known 
the reason of the ‘‘ delay '’ will be explained. 

Mr. Gibson is apparently dealing only with cows from the 
birth of the fourth calf. (I am not referring to his remarks 
for Class D.) I presume he does not mean that we do not 
get cases of “milk fever’’ until then. My experience says 
an occasional second calver and scores of thirds.—I enclose 
my card and remain, yours faithfully, Vv. 6. 


ERratuy. 


‘*Coma and Paralysis,’’ last week, p. 74, 2nd column, 
nearly half-way down, for Ol. Creolin, read Ol. Crotonis. 
A printer’s error. 


" THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 
ir, 

There seems to me to be one principle and one detail 
that cannot be detatched, that concern the profession 
at the moment. The principle is contained in the 
query—Does the profession or does it not approve of an 
annual registration fee? The desirability of the finances 
of the R.C.V S. being placed on a sound financial basis does 
not seem to me to be a question of principle. It is a ques- 
tion about which there can be no two opinions. The detail 
(equally important, because affecting each individual equally 
as far as the fee goes, but not equally as far as his income 
goes) is what shall be the fee ? 

I do not think that many people “expect that a purely 
voluntary subscription would be maintained long.” It 
might, however, be maintained long enough to suffice, if 
contemporaneously with it a compulsory fee was taken 
annually from those entering the profession. The latter 
would gradually increase as the old members died off. A 
slight increase of the fee taken on receipt of the diploma 
might also bring in additional income. 

_ At any rate no harm can be done by discussion of alterna- 
tives.—Yours truly, G. Mayatn. 


‘‘ Demonstrations on some Parasites of the Blood :’’ 
‘‘The Diseases of Animals and Meat Inspection,” by 
Burton Cleland, M.D., Ch. M., (Syd.) Govt. Bact., Perth, 


West Australia, 


| CORRESPONDENCE. 
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